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Community Facilities and Services

As development continues in Frederick County, there is a need to carefully plan
for the facilities and services that will be required. Planned development will
affect the expenditures and facilities that will be needed. It will also effect the
location and types of facilities that must be provided.

There is a need to carefully monitor growth and to plan land use and facilities in a
coordinated fashion. This can be accomplished through annual comprehensive
planning and capital improvements planning.
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Schools

The Frederick County Public School system is composed of ten elementary
schools serving students in grades kindergarten through fifth grade; three middle
schools serving grades six through eight; and, two high schools serving grades
nine through twelve. The NREP is a regional program that provides special
education services to students from Frederick and Clarke Counties and the City of
Winchester. In addition to the main school facilities, nineteen modular
classrooms are used at six school sites to reduce overcrowding due to increased
enrollment and changes in educational programs.

During the past several decades, the student enrollment in the school division has
increased steadily. The most significant increase has occurred throughout the
1990s with school enrollment growing by 2,318 students. This increase, from
8,223 students in 1990 to 10,408 students in 1999, represents a 28% growth in
student enrollment in the school division. Student enrollment in Frederick County
has notable exceeded the state average, which was 11.3% for the same period of
time.

In order to meet the need for additional space, a number of school construction
and renovation projects have occurred. Despite the completion of these capital
facilities projects, throughout the 1990s four of the ten elementary schools will
exceed 90% of their capacity of the opening of school in the fall of 2000. These
schools are Bass-Hoover (96%), Indian Hollow (91%), Senseny Road (105%) and
Stonewall (95%). Construction of classroom additions to Armel and Middletown
Elementary Schools, which were completed in the fall of 1998, resulted in an
increase in student capacity and a reduction in the percent of practical capacity
utilized at each of these sites. Orchard View Elementary School in the Back
Creek Magisterial District will open for students in the fall of 2000 and Robinson
Elementary will be closed.

As students matriculate from elementary to the middle and high school levels, the
need to provide additional space for the increase in student population and to meet
changing educational requirements will necessitate the development of new
facilities and the renovation of existing facilities. The Capital Improvements Plan
reflects the need to address space requirements for middle and high school
enrollment that has exceeded 90% of capacity in three of five schools despite the
use of nineteen modular classrooms at five different locations, and the increased
use of the Dowell J Howard Center for secondary programs. A major renovation
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project at James Wood Middle School and the construction of a third county high
school on Berryville Pike are two projects planned to address the increase in
middle and high school student populations.

During the 1990s, the need to renovate or replace older facilities and provide
facilities to accommodate residential growth in the county has resulted in
significant allocations for capital facilities costs in the school division. The rate
of residential growth continues to impact the school system, particularly in
southern and eastern Frederick County as subdivisions are developed in the Urban
Development Area (UDA). In addition, careful monitoring of residential growth
outside of the UDA, which has accounted for approximately one third of new
residential building permits issued throughout the 1990s, is necessary to
accurately predict enrollment trends.

Along with growth in student enrollment, the school is faced with the
responsibility of providing instruction in order to prepare students to work and
live in the 21% century. The use of technology as a tool in nearly every facet of
education has dramatically changed the way in which instructional services are
provided to students. Required technology-related instruction at all levels will
continue to necessitate increased expenditures for computer and computer related
hardware and software. Mandates from the federal and stated governments,
particularly in special education services, will require localities to expend
additional financial resources to meet educational requirements. The
requirements associated with technology-related instruction and the provision of
appropriate special education services to students will create the need for
investment in future capital projects within the school division.

Major efforts have been made by the school division and the Board of Supervisors
to consolidate services in order to serve the residents of Frederick County more
effectively and efficiently. Cooperative agreements have been developed relative
to sharing school facilities for recreational use by a wide variety of community
organizations, maintenance of school grounds provided by the Department of
Parks and Recreation, resulting in a greater utilization of space; and maintenance
of the County Office Complex provided by the school division’s Building and
Grounds Department.
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School Names

Northwest Regional Education Program (NREP)
Dowell ] Howard Center
Admiral Richard E. Byrd Elementary
Frederick County Middle School
James Wood Middle School
Robert E Aylor Elementary
James Wood Middle School
Milbrook High School

Sherando Hgh School

Armmel Middle School

10 Bass - Hoover Elementary

11 Evendale Elementary

12 Apple Pie Ridge Elementary

13 Gainesboro Elementary

14 Indian Hollow Elementary

15 Middletown Elementary

16 Orchard View Elementary

17 Redbud Run Elementary

18 Senseny Road Elementary

19 Stonewall Elementary

20 Shenandoah Umversity

21 Lord Fairfax Community College
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o Potential New School Locations
Current School Locations
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School Names

Northwest Regional Education Program (NREP)
Dowell ] Howard Center
Admiral Richard E. Byrd Elementary
Frederick County Middle School
James Wood Middle School
Robert E Aylor Elementary

James Wood Middle School
Milbrook High School

Sherando Hgh School

Armel Middle School

10 Bass - Hoover Elementary

11 Evendale Elementary

12 Apple Pie Ridge Elementary

13 Gainesboro Elementary

14 Indian Hollow Elementary

15 Middletown Elementary

16 Orchard View Elementary

17 Redbud Run Elementary

18 Senseny Road Elementary

19 Stonewall Elementary

20 Shenandoah University

21 Lord Fairfax Community College
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Parks and Recreation

The purpose of this section of the chapter is to outline the County’s recreational
policies and identify implementation methods to accomplish the stated goals for
recreational facilities, programs, studies, and plans. This narrative is a broad
overview of parks and recreation goals, needs and standards, and serves as a guide
to decision making. This overview is a part of the County’s continuing planning
process.

Facilities

The County currently owns and operates two district parks. Clearbrook Park,
located five miles north of Winchester on Route 11, consisting of approximately
55 acres (44 which are owned by the County) and Sherando Park, located two
miles east of Stephens City on Route 277, consisting of approximately 334 acres.
Both district parks currently serve the County’s population with active and
passive recreational programs and facilities.

The four County neighborhood parks are located at: the Reynolds Store Fire
Company and Gainesboro Fire Company in the Gainesboro District, Round Hill
Fire Company in the Back Creek District, and the Frederick Heights subdivision
in the Red Bud District. These neighborhood parks consist primarily of
playground equipment for young children.

In 1987, master development plans were adopted for both Clearbrook and
Sherando Parks. These master plans established development goals for each park,
identified unmet recreational needs, provided unified facility plans, and proposed
a development program for each park. The Master Plans for both Clearbrook and
Sherando Parks reflect the recommendations of the County residents and national
standards as outlined in the Virginia Outdoor Plan. These plans emphasize the
development of a swimming pool complex, and additional sports venues, picnic
areas, and maintenance support facilities. In 2001, the Sherando Park Master Plan
was revised and adopted.

Since the adoption of the Master Plans, the County has completed the
construction of two outdoor swimming pool complexes, four irrigated soccer
fields, a maintenance building, three shelters, a gazebo, two playground areas, two
sand volleyball courts and two fields of a four field softball complex. The County
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has also purchased an area to house the maintenance operation for Clearbrook
Park. Additional recreational facilities currently provided are athletic fields,
playground, and picnic areas with a variety of recreational opportunities such as
horseshoes, fishing, paddleboats, volleyball, open space areas, and support
facilities. Clearbrook Park, Sherando Park, neighborhood parks and all public
schools are maintained by the Parks Division of the County Parks and Recreation
Department.

To date, the County has constructed a 2.4 mile bicycle/pedestrian trail to serve
several residential areas east of Stephens City. The County has also committed to
the construction of a .6 mile trail to serve residential areas on the northern
perimeter of Sherando Park. These bicycle facilities will link those residential
areas with Sherando Park and Sherando High School. Additional trails would
provide residents the ability to travel safely from their homes to schools, stores,
work or recreation areas without having to share the overcrowded arterial and
collector roads with automobiles.

Programs

The Recreation Division of the Frederick County Parks and Recreation
Department was created to provide a comprehensive and accessible program of
recreational services and activities for the residents of Frederick County. A
diverse range of recreational and enrichment programs is provided for all age
groups. This broad base of activities includes, but is not limited to, instructional
classes, outdoor adventure programs, sports and athletics, lifetime leisure and
fitness programs, cultural and community events, as well as, trips and excursions.

Programming responsibilities are assigned within the Division’s four interest
sections:

1. Community Events 3. Sports & Athletics

2. Before & After School Programs 4. Lifetime Leisure and Fitness

Staff members work together to identify, develop, and implement those activities
which most closely meet the interests and desires of the community. The
Division typically implements programs within age categories such as preschool,
youth, teen, adult and senior adult.

The majority of recreation programs offered by the Parks and Recreation
Department are held within the 18 public schools in Frederick County and the
Parks and Recreation Department’s Community Centers. Consequently, this wide
variety of recreation offerings has maximized the use of county school buildings.
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